
A SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER FOR USE AT HOME  

Sunday 30th August 2020 

The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 

THE GREETING 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

HYMN: ICH 59 

New every morning is the love 

our wakening and uprising prove; 

through sleep and darkness safely brought, 

restored to life and power and thought. 

New mercies, each returning day, 
hover around us while we pray; 

new perils past, new sins forgiven, 

new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 

If, on our daily course, our mind 

be set to hallow all we find, 

new treasures still, of countless price, 

God will provide for sacrifice. 

Old friends, old scenes, will lovelier be, 

as more of heaven in each we see; 

some softening gleam of love and prayer 

shall dawn on every cross and care. 

The trivial round, the common task, 
will furnish all we ought to ask: 

room to deny ourselves; a road 

to bring us daily nearer God. 

Only, O Lord, in thy dear love, 

fit us for perfect rest above; 

and help us, this and every day, 

 to live more nearly as we pray.  

Words: John Keble (1792-1866) based on Lamentations 3:22-23 

Tune: MELCOMBE Melody by Samuel Webbe the elder (1740-1816) in his An Essay on the Church Plain Chant 

(London, 1782) 

OPENING RESPONSES:  
O Lord, open thou our lips 

and our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord's name be praised. 

PSALMS: 149 & 150 

O sing unto the Lord a new song: 

  let the congregation of saints praise him. 

Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: 

  and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King. 

Let them praise his Name in the dance: 

  let them sing praises unto him with tabret and harp. 

For the Lord hath pleasure in his people: 

  and helpeth the meek-hearted. 

Let the saints be joyful with glory: 

  let them rejoice in their beds. 
Let the praises of God be in their mouth: 

  and a two-edged sword in their hands; 

To be avenged of the heathen: 

  and to rebuke the people; 



To bind their kings in chains: 

  and their nobles with links of iron. 

That they may be avenged of them, as it is written: 

  Such honour have all his saints. 

O praise God in his holiness: 

  praise him in the firmament of his power. 

Praise him in his noble acts: 

  praise him according to his excellent greatness. 

Praise him in the sound of the trumpet: 

  praise him upon the lute and harp. 

Praise him in the cymbals and dances: 

  praise him upon the strings and pipe. 

Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals: 

  praise him upon the loud cymbals. 

Let every thing that hath breath: 
  praise the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen.        

FIRST LESSON: 2 Kings 6:24-25; 7:3-20 

King Ben-hadad of Aram mustered his entire army; he marched against Samaria and laid siege to it. As 

the siege continued, famine in Samaria became so great that a donkey’s head was sold for eighty shekels 

of silver, and one-fourth of a kab of dove’s dung for five shekels of silver.  

Now there were four leprous men outside the city gate, who said to one another, ‘Why should we sit 

here until we die? If we say, “Let us enter the city”, the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; but 

if we sit here, we shall also die. Therefore, let us desert to the Aramean camp; if they spare our lives, 

we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.’ So they arose at twilight to go to the Aramean camp; 

but when they came to the edge of the Aramean camp, there was no one there at all. For the Lord 

had caused the Aramean army to hear the sound of chariots and of horses, the sound of a great army, 

so that they said to one another, ‘The king of Israel has hired the kings of the Hittites and the kings of 

Egypt to fight against us.’ So they fled away in the twilight and abandoned their tents, their horses, and 

their donkeys, leaving the camp just as it was, and fled for their lives. When these leprous men had 

come to the edge of the camp, they went into a tent, ate and drank, carried off silver, gold, and clothing, 

and went and hid them. Then they came back, entered another tent, carried off things from it, and 

went and hid them.  

Then they said to one another, ‘What we are doing is wrong. This is a day of good news; if we are 

silent and wait until the morning light, we will be found guilty; therefore let us go and tell the king’s 

household.’ So they came and called to the gatekeepers of the city, and told them, ‘We went to the 

Aramean camp, but there was no one to be seen or heard there, nothing but the horses tied, the 

donkeys tied, and the tents as they were.’ Then the gatekeepers called out and proclaimed it to the 

king’s household. The king got up in the night, and said to his servants, ‘I will tell you what the Arameans 

have prepared against us. They know that we are starving; so they have left the camp to hide themselves 

in the open country, thinking, “When they come out of the city, we shall take them alive and get into 

the city.” ’ One of his servants said, ‘Let some men take five of the remaining horses, since those left 
here will suffer the fate of the whole multitude of Israel that have perished already; let us send and find 

out.’ So they took two mounted men, and the king sent them after the Aramean army, saying, ‘Go and 

find out.’ So they went after them as far as the Jordan; the whole way was littered with garments and 

equipment that the Arameans had thrown away in their haste. So the messengers returned, and told 

the king.  



Then the people went out, and plundered the camp of the Arameans. So a measure of choice meal was 

sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the LORD. Now 

the king had appointed the captain on whose hand he leaned to have charge of the gate; the people 

trampled him to death in the gate, just as the man of God had said when the king came down to him. 

For when the man of God had said to the king, ‘Two measures of barley shall be sold for a shekel, and 

a measure of choice meal for a shekel, about this time tomorrow in the gate of Samaria’, the captain 

had answered the man of God, ‘Even if the LORD were to make windows in the sky, could such a thing 

happen?’ And he had answered, ‘You shall see it with your own eyes, but you shall not eat from it.’ It 

did indeed happen to him; the people trampled him to death in the gate.  

THE CANTICLE MAGNIFICAT:

My soul doth magnify the Lord:  

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

   the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  
   all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

   and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

   throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  

   and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

   and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  

   as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

   and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be:  

   world without end. Amen. 

SECOND LESSON: Acts 18:1-16 

Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had 

recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. 

Paul went to see them, and, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them, and they worked 

together—by trade they were tentmakers. Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and would 

try to convince Jews and Greeks.  

When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with proclaiming the word, 

testifying to the Jews that the Messiah was Jesus. When they opposed and reviled him, in protest he 

shook the dust from his clothes and said to them, ‘Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. 

From now on I will go to the Gentiles.’ Then he left the synagogue and went to the house of a man 

named Titius Justus, a worshipper of God; his house was next door to the synagogue. Crispus, the 

official of the synagogue, became a believer in the Lord, together with all his household; and many of 

the Corinthians who heard Paul became believers and were baptized. One night the Lord said to Paul 

in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no one will lay a 

hand on you to harm you, for there are many in this city who are my people.’ He stayed there for a 

year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.  

But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him 

before the tribunal. They said, ‘This man is persuading people to worship God in ways that are contrary 



to the law.’ Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews, ‘If it were a matter of crime or 

serious villainy, I would be justified in accepting the complaint of you Jews; but since it is a matter of 

questions about words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves; I do not wish to be a judge 

of these matters.’ And he dismissed them from the tribunal.  

THE CANTICLE NUNC DIMITTIS: 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  

  according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation. 

  Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people. 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

   and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be:  

   world without end. Amen. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord be with you 

and with thy Spirit. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us 

and grant us thy salvation. 

O Lord, save the Queen 

and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness 

and make thy chosen people joyful. 



O Lord, save thy people 

and bless thine inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord, 

because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us 

and take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we to pray, and art wont to 

give more than either we desire, or deserve; pour down upon us the abundance of thy mercy; forgiving 

us those things whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things which we are not 

worthy to ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy 

servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy 

commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our 

time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A PRAYER OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications 

unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt 

grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 

expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

THE GRACE 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with us all evermore. Amen. 

HYMN: ICH  73

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended, 

    the darkness falls at thy behest; 

to thee our morning hymns ascended, 

    thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 

We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping, 

    while earth rolls onward into light, 

through all the world her watch is keeping, 

    and rests not now by day or night. 

As o'er each continent and island 

    the dawn leads on another day, 

the voice of prayer is never silent, 

    nor dies the strain of praise away. 

The sun, that bids us rest, is waking 

    thy people 'neath the western sky, 

and hour by hour fresh lips are making 

    thy wondrous doings heard on high. 

So be it, Lord; thy throne shall never, 

    like earth's proud empires, pass away; 

thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever, 

    till all thy creatures own thy sway. 

Words: John Ellerton (1826-93) 

Tune: ST CLEMENT Clement C. Scholenfield (1839-1904) 

PRAYER OF BLESSING 

May the peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us and remain with us always. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Belfast Cathedral Again Open to Visitors 

We are delighted that the cathedral is now open again to visitors,  

Monday to Thursday from 11am to 3pm. 

Friday and Saturday 11am to 4pm. 

Please spread the “good news”! 

 

Office opening hours are currently Monday to Friday from 10am to 4pm. 

 

However, for the time being, the cathedral will be closed on Sundays  

following Morning Service.  

Please use the cathedral website (www.belfastcathedral.org )  

or our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/BelfastCathedral/)   

to watch this morning’s 11am online Cathedral Service. 

You can also listen to the service through the Telephone Audio facility. 

This will be posted during Sunday afternoon. 

Please dial: 028 95 320 355 and follow the instructions. 

 

We apologise for some technical issues which have delayed the posting of the Audio Service in recent weeks. We 

hope that these will now be sorted. 
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