
EVENING PRAYER FOR USE AT HOME 
Sunday 31st January 2021 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

OPENING RESPONSES:  
O Lord, open thou our lips.  
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.  

O God, make speed to save us.  

O Lord, make haste to help us.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

Praise ye the Lord.  
The Lord's name be praised.  

PSALM: 147 
Praise the Lord, for it is a good thing to sing praises unto our God * 

  yea, a joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful. 

The Lord doth build up Jerusalem * 

  and gather together the out-casts of Israel. 

He healeth those that are broken in heart * 

  and giveth medicine to heal their sickness. 

He telleth the number of the stars * 

  and calleth them all by their names. 

Great is our Lord, and great is his power * 

  yea, and his wisdom is infinite. 

The Lord setteth up the meek * 

  and bringeth the ungodly down to the ground. 

O sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving * 

  sing praises upon the harp unto our God; 

Who covereth the heaven with clouds, and prepareth rain for the earth * 

  and maketh the grass to grow upon the mountains, and herb for the use of men; 

Who giveth fodder unto the cattle * 

  and feedeth the young ravens that call upon him. 

He hath no pleasure in the strength of an horse * 

  neither delighteth he in any man’s legs. 

But the Lord’s delight is in them that fear him * 

  and put their trust in his mercy. 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem * 

  praise thy God, O Sion. 

For he hath made fast the bars of thy gates * 

  and hath blessed thy children within thee. 
He maketh peace in thy borders * 

  and filleth thee with the flour of wheat. 

He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth * 

  and his word runneth very swiftly. 

He giveth snow like wool * 

  and scattereth the hoar-frost like ashes. 

He casteth forth his ice like morsels * 

  who is able to abide his frost? 

He sendeth out his word, and melteth them * 

  he bloweth with his wind, and the waters flow. 

 



He sheweth his word unto Jacob * 

  his statutes and ordinances unto Israel. 

He hath not dealt so with any nation * 

  neither have the heathen knowledge of his laws. 

Glory be to the Father:  
   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

    world without end. Amen.  

FIRST LESSON: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those 

days; visions were not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 

room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, 

where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to 

Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and 

lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 

called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, 

and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. 

And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that 

the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 

say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for 

your servant is listening.’ Then the Lord said to Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel that 

will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I have 

spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his 

house for ever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not 

restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated 

by sacrifice or offering for ever.’ 

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid 

to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ Eli said, 

‘What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you 

hide anything from me of all that he told you.’ So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. 

Then he said, ‘It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.’ 

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel 

from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord. 

MAGNIFICAT:  
My soul doth magnify the Lord:                   

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

For he hath regarded:   

   the lowliness of his handmaiden.  

For behold, from henceforth:   

   all generations shall call me blessed.  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:   

   and holy is his Name.  

And his mercy is on them that fear him:   

   throughout all generations.  

 



He hath shewed strength with his arm:   

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:   

   and hath exalted the humble and meek.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things:        

   and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

    as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.  

Glory be to the Father:  
   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

    world without end. Amen.  

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 14:12-20 
Since you are eager for spiritual gifts, strive to excel in them for building up the church. 

Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray for the power to interpret. For if I pray in a tongue, 

my spirit prays but my mind is unproductive. What should I do then? I will pray with the spirit, but I will 

pray with the mind also; I will sing praise with the spirit, but I will sing praise with the mind 
also. Otherwise, if you say a blessing with the spirit, how can anyone in the position of an outsider say 

the ‘Amen’ to your thanksgiving, since the outsider does not know what you are saying? For you may 

give thanks well enough, but the other person is not built up. I thank God that I speak in tongues more 

than all of you; nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind, in order to 

instruct others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your thinking; rather, be infants in evil, but in thinking be 

adults. 

NUNC DIMITTIS:  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:           

    according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen: 

    thy salvation.  
Which thou hast prepared: 

    before the face of all people.  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:       

   and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

Glory be to the Father:  
   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  

   world without end. Amen.  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED:  

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  



The Lord be with you.   

And with thy spirit.  

Let us pray.  

Lord, have mercy upon us.   
Christ, have mercy upon us.   

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done, 

In earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

But deliver us from evil. Amen.  

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.   

And grant us thy salvation.  

O Lord, save the Queen.  

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.   

And make thy chosen people joyful.  

O Lord, save thy people.   

And bless thine inheritance.  

Give peace in our time, O Lord.  

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.  

O God, make clean our hearts within us.  

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

O God, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers, that by reason of the 

frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright: grant to us such strength and protection, as may 

support us in all dangers, and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy 
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our 
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS  
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

PRAYERS 

Prayer for knowledge of the presence of God in our lives: 

Come, Lord, work upon us, set us on fire and clasp us close, be fragrant to us, draw us to thy love, let 

us run to thee. 

Augustine 



Lord, thou art in me and shalt never be lost out of me, but I am not near thee till I have found thee. 

Nowhere need I run to seek thee, but within me where already thou art. Thou art the treasure hidden 

within me: draw me therefore to thee that I may find thee and serve and possess thee for ever. 

Walter Hilton 

Lord, come to me, my door is open. 

Michel Quoist 

Prayers for the Mission and Renewal of the Church: 

For a clearer vision of the work you have set before us and for a better understanding of your gospel, 

Lord direct us. 

For a deeper commitment in your service and a greater love for all your children, Lord direct us. 

For a fresh understanding of the task before us and for a sense of urgency in our proclamation, Lord 

direct us. 

For a greater respect and acceptance among Christians of different traditions and for a common goal in 

evangelism, Lord direct us. 

Anglican Province of the Indian Ocean 

Infinite Lord and eternal God, rouse your Church in this land, restore your people’s sense of mission, 

and revive your work in holiness and strength. By your Spirit, teach us to give our energy, our time, our 

money, our service and our prayer, that your kingdom may be advanced here and in all the world; in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Church in Wales 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, make yourself known through me. Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, speak 

through me to others. 

Episcopal Church of the United States of America 

Pause for SILENT REFLECTION 

A PRAYER OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications 

unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt 
grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 
expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 

us all evermore. Amen. 
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Hymns suitable for use at home: 

ICH 332* 

Come, let us join our cheerful songs 

    with angels round the throne; 

ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 

    but all their joys are one. 

'Worthy the Lamb that died,' they cry, 

    'to be exalted thus!' 

'Worthy the Lamb,' our lips reply, 

    'for He was slain for us!' 

Jesus is worthy to receive 

    all honour, power divine; 

and blessings more than we can give 

    be, Lord, for ever thine. 

Let all creation join in one 

    to bless the sacred name 

of him that sits upon the throne, 

    and to adore the Lamb. 
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) based on Revelation 5 

Tune: NATIVITY Henry Lahee (1826-1912) 

 

 

 

ICH 597 

Take my life, and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

    take my moments and my days, 

    let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands, and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

    take my feet, and let them be 

    swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice, and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 

    take my intellect and use 

    every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will, and make it thine; 

it shall be no longer mine; 

    take my heart, it is thine own; 

    it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure store: 

    take myself, and I will be 

    ever, only, all, for thee. 
Words: Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-79) 

Tune: NOTTINGHAM attrib. W.A. Mozart (1756-91) 


