
CHORAL EVENSONG   

The Second Sunday of Advent 

Sunday 5th December 2021 

 
 

Welcome to the Cathedral Church of St Anne, Belfast 

Face coverings must be worn when entering and exiting the building, and 

when singing the hymns. We request members of the congregation to wear 

face coverings throughout the service. Please follow the instructions from 

the Churchwardens. Under government guidance for the purposes of 

keeping Contact Tracing Records it is essential that you complete the 

following information. These will be retained for 21 days, after which they 

will be destroyed. Thank you. 

PLEASE PLACE THIS ORDER OF SERVICE IN THE BOX AT THE WEST END OF THE 

CATHEDRAL AS YOU LEAVE 

Name(s):______________________________________________________ 

Telephone contact:_____________________________________________  

 

Organ Prelude: Fantasia on ‘Veni Emmanuel’  H.D. Statham (1889-1973)  

Please stand for the entrance of the choir and clergy and to sing HYMN 124:  

 

Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes, 

    the Saviour promised long: 

let every heart prepare a throne, 

    and every voice a song. 

He comes the prisoners to release, 

    in Satan’s bondage held; 

the gates of brass before him burst, 

    the iron fetters yield. 



 

He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    the wounded soul to cure; 

and with the treasures of his grace 

    to enrich the humble poor. 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

    your welcome shall proclaim; 

and heaven’s eternal arches ring 

    with your beloved name. 

Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-51) 

Tune: BRISTOL from Thomas Ravenscrofts’s Psalmes (1621) 

Please stand for the OPENING RESPONSES:  

Priest:  O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Priest:  O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Priest:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

  and to the Holy Ghost. 

Choir:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  

            without end. Amen. 

Priest:  Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir:  The Lord's name be praised. 
Setting: Humphrey Clucas (b.1941) 

Please sit while the choir sings PSALM 29:  

Bring unto the Lord, O ye mighty, bring young rams unto the Lord: 

  ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength. 

Give the Lord the honour due unto his Name: 

  worship the Lord with holy worship. 

It is the Lord, that commandeth the waters: 

  it is the glorious God, that maketh the thunder. 

 



It is the Lord, that ruleth the sea; the voice of the Lord is mighty in 

operation: 

  the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. 

The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedar-trees: 

  yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars of Libanus. 

He maketh them also to skip like a calf: 

  Libanus also, and Sirion, like a young unicorn. 

The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord 

shaketh the wilderness: 

  yea, the Lord shaketh the wilderness of Cades. 

The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to bring forth young, and 

discovereth the thick bushes: 

  in his temple doth every man speak of his honour. 

The Lord sitteth above the water-flood: 

  and the Lord remaineth a King for ever. 

The Lord shall give strength unto his people: 

  the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen.    
Chant: Thomas Attwood (1765-1838) 

Please sit for the FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 

   says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

   and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 

   that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

   double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: 

‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

   and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

   and the rough places a plain. 

 



Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

   and all people shall see it together, 

   for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’ 

A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 

   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 

All people are grass, 

   their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

   when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 

   surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 

   but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

   lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

   ‘Here is your God!’ 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

   and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 

   and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

   and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the MAGNIFICAT:  

My soul doth magnify the Lord:         

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

   the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  

   all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

   and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

   throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 



He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  

   and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

   and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  

   as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Fauxbourdon Service, Percy Whitlock (1903-46) 

Please sit for the SECOND LESSON: Luke 1:1-25 

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events 

that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those 

who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too 

decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write 

an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know 

the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed. 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 

belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, 

and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living 

blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the 

Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 

getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on 

duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to 

enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the 

incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then 

there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the 

altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear 

overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, 

for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 

you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice 

at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink 

wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy 

Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With 

the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 

parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, 



to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said to the angel, 

‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting 

on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 

and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But 

now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their 

time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’ 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay 

in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and 

they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning 

to them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, 

he went to his home. 

After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she 

remained in seclusion. She said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when 

he looked favourably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured 

among my people.’ 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the NUNC DIMITTIS:  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:     

  according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen:  

  thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared:  

  before the face of all people. 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Fauxbourdon Service, Percy Whitlock (1903-46) 

Standing, we face east to recite the APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.  

Choir:  And with thy spirit. 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Please kneel or sit. 

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Choir:  Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Choir: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth,  

As it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Priest:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Choir:  And grant us thy salvation. 

Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen. 

Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Priest:  Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Priest:  O Lord, save thy people.  

Choir:  And bless thine inheritance. 

Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O  

  God. 

Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 



COLLECT OF THE DAY: 

O Lord, Raise up, we pray thee, thy power, and come among us, and with 

great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness, we 

are sore let and hindered in running the race that is set before us, thy 

bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through the 

satisfaction of thy Son our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Spirit, be 

honour and glory, world without end. 

Choir: Amen. 

THE ADVENT COLLECT: 

Almighty God, Give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, 

and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in 

which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last 

day, when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty to judge both the quick 

and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, now and ever. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PEACE: 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 

proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by 

thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS: 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.    

Choir: Amen. 

The choir sings the ANTHEM:  

This is the truth sent from above, 

The truth of God, the God of love, 

Therefore don't turn me from your door, 

But hearken all both rich and poor. 

 



The first thing which I do relate 

Is that God did man create; 

The next thing which to you I'll tell 

Woman was made with man to dwell. 

Thus we were heirs to endless woes, 

Till God the Lord did interpose; 

And so a promise soon did run 

That he would redeem us by his Son. 

And at that season of the year 

Our blest Redeemer did appear; 

He here did live, and here did preach, 

And many thousands he did teach. 

Thus he in love to us behaved, 

To show us how we must be saved; 

And if you want to know the way, 

Be pleased to hear what he did say. 
Words: Traditional English Folk Carol 

Setting: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

Please kneel or sit for the PRAYERS, which conclude with A PRAYER OF ST JOHN 

CHRYSOSTOM: 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or 

three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil 

now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 

expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in 

the world to come life everlasting. 

All respond: Amen. 

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  

Amen. 

Please stand to sing HYMN 374*:  

 



 

When all thy mercies, O my God, 

    my rising soul surveys, 

transported with the view, I'm lost 

    in wonder, love, and praise. 

Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 

    my daily thanks employ; 

nor is the least a cheerful heart, 

    that tastes those gifts with joy. 

Through every period of my life 

    thy goodness I'll pursue; 

and after death, in distant worlds, 

    the glorious theme renew. 

Through all eternity to Thee 

    a joyful song I'll raise; 

for O eternity's too short 

    to utter all Thy praise! 
Words: attrib. Joseph Addison (1672-1719) 

Tune: ST FULBERT Henry J. Gauntlett (1805-76) 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.   

Response:  Amen. 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart 

Organ Postlude: Toccata on ‘Veni Emmanuel’  Andrew Carter (b.1939) 

 

 

Please exit as directed by the Cathedral Wardens 

There is a Retiring Collection at this service 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical Purchases for Christmas 2021! 

Belfast Cathedral Choir has released their CD A Belfast Christmas, a varied 

programme of familiar seasonal carols and fresh festive offerings from composers 

including John Rutter, Philip Stopford, Philip Wilby, Philip Ledger and Bob 

Chilcott. 

A second CD is Christmas Bells, featuring Organ Music from Belfast Cathedral, 

with Matthew Owens. 

Both CDs will be available to purchase following this service, or through the week 

from the Cathedral Shop. £12 each or 2 for £20.  

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
NOTICES  

 
 

Services this week: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 1.00-1.15pm Afternoon Prayer 

Friday 1.00-2.00pm The Church’s Ministry of Healing Service 
 

Sunday 12th December 2021: The Third Sunday of Advent 

11.00am Choral Eucharist 

Preacher: The Reverend Dr Maithrie White 

3.30pm Choral Evensong 
 

 

Counters for the Cathedral Sit Out 2021 

If you could give of your time to help with the counting process during the Sit 

Out, please speak to Mr Billy Miskimmin or contact Reception 
 

 

Belfast Cathedral Christmas Services 2021 

Thursday 23 December Lessons & Carols of Christmas, 7.30pm 

Friday, Christmas Eve   Lessons & Carols of Christmas, 7.30pm 

            First Eucharist of Christmas, 11.00pm 

Saturday, Christmas Day Choral Eucharist, 11.00am 

Sunday 26 December     Cathedral Worship (said), 11.00am 

(St Stephen’s Day)   NO 3.30pm service 

If you wish to attend the Carol Services please contact Reception in order to 

confirm capacity 

 

Please remember to make your  

FWO (Free Will Offering) contribution to the Cathedral  

as you leave the cathedral this morning or via Online Banking: 

Cathedral Bank Branch:  Bank of Ireland, City Centre Branch,             

1 Donegall Square South, Belfast, BT1 5LR.  
Name of Account:  Parochial No 1 Current Account 

Sort Code:   90-21-27      Account Number:  10006051 

Please give your own name (and FWO number if you have one) as the Payment 

Reference. 

Thank you for your continuing financial support for Belfast Cathedral 

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version. 

Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004. 

Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409 


