
CHORAL EVENSONG   

The First Sunday in Lent 

Sunday 6th March 2022 
 

 

Welcome to the Cathedral Church of St Anne, Belfast. Following the downgrading of 

Covid restrictions to guidelines we respectfully ask you to wear a face covering when 

inside the building during the service, but especially when singing the hymns. Please 

follow the instructions from the Churchwardens.  

Organ Prelude: Adagio (3e Symphonie) Plainsong Preces and Responses  Louis 

Vierne (1870-1937) 

Please stand to sing HYMN 338:  

 

Jesus, stand among us 

    in your risen power;  

let this time of worship 

    be a hallowed hour. 

Breathe your Holy Spirit  

    into every heart;  

bid the fears and sorrows  

    from each soul depart. 

Thus with quickened footsteps  

    we will go our way,  

watching for the dawning  

    of the eternal day. 
Words: William Pennefeather (1816-73) based on John 20:19-23 

Tune NEH 282:PASTOR PASTORUM Friedrich Silcher (1789-1860) 

Please remain standing for the OPENING RESPONSES:  

Priest:  O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Priest:  O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 



Priest:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

  and to the Holy Ghost. 

Choir:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  

            without end. Amen. 

Priest:  Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir:  The Lord's name be praised. 
Setting: Plainsong  

Please sit while the choir sings PSALM 32:  

Blessed is he whose unrighteousness is forgiven: 

  and whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth no sin: 

  and in whose spirit there is no guile. 

For while I held my tongue: 

  my bones consumed away through my daily complaining. 

For thy hand is heavy upon me day and night: 

  and my moisture is like the drought in summer. 

I will acknowledge my sin unto thee: 

  and mine unrighteousness have I not hid. 

I said, I will confess my sins unto the Lord: 

  and so thou forgavest the wickedness of my sin. 

For this shall every one that is godly make his prayer unto thee, in a time 

when thou mayest be found: 

  but in the great water-floods they shall not come nigh him. 

Thou art a place to hide me in, thou shalt preserve me from trouble: 

  thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. 

I will inform thee, and teach thee in the way wherein thou shalt go: 

  and I will guide thee with mine eye. 

Be ye not like to horse and mule, which have no understanding: 

  whose mouths must be held with bit and bridle, lest they fall upon thee. 

Great plagues remain for the ungodly: 

  but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord, mercy embraceth him on every  

  side. 

Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord: 

  and be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Chant: Sir Edward Bairstow (1874-1946)  



Please sit for the FIRST LESSON: Jonah 3 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, ‘Get up, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ So 

Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now 

Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began 

to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days more, 

and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ And the people of Nineveh believed God; 

they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, 

removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he 

had a proclamation made in Nineveh: ‘By the decree of the king and his 

nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste anything. They 

shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. Human beings and animals shall be 

covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from 

their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. Who knows? God 

may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that 

we do not perish.’ 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 

them; and he did not do it. 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the MAGNIFICAT:  

My soul doth magnify the Lord:         

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

   the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  

   all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

   and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

   throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  

   and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

   and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  

   as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 



Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Evening Service in G, Francis Jackson (1917-2022) 

Please sit for the SECOND LESSON: Luke 18:9-14 

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous and regarded others with contempt: ‘Two men went up to the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax-collector. The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, was praying thus, “God, I thank you that I am not like 

other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector. I fast 

twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” But the tax-collector, standing 

far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and 

saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I tell you, this man went down to 

his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be 

humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.’ 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the NUNC DIMITTIS:  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:     

  according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen:  

  thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared:  

  before the face of all people. 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Evening Service in G, Francis Jackson (1917-2022) 

Please remain standing and face east to recite the APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  



From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.  

Choir:  And with thy spirit. 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Please kneel or sit 

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Choir:  Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Choir: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Priest:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Choir:  And grant us thy salvation. 

Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen. 

Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Priest:  Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Priest:  O Lord, save thy people.  

Choir:  And bless thine inheritance. 

Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O  

  God. 

Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY: 

O Lord, who for our sake didst fast forty days and forty nights; Give us grace 

to use such abstinence, that, our flesh being subdued to the Spirit, we may 

ever obey thy godly motions in righteousness, and true holiness, to thy 

honour and glory, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy   

Spirit, one God, world without end. 

Choir: Amen. 



THE LENT COLLECT: 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and 

dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; Create and make in us new 

and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging 

our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect 

remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PEACE: 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 

proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by 

thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS: 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.    

Choir: Amen. 

The choir sings the ANTHEM:  

Lord! thou hast told us that there be 

Two dwellings which belong to Thee; 

And those two — that's the wonder — 

Are far asunder. 

The one the highest heaven is, 

The mansions of eternal bliss; 

The other's the contrite 

And humble sprite. 

Though heaven be high, the gate is low, 

And he that comes in there must bow; 

The lofty looks shall ne'er 

Have entrance there. 

O God! since Thou delight'st to rest 

Within the humble, contrite breast, 

First make me so to be; 

Then dwell with me. 
Words: Thomas Washbourne (1606-87) 

Music: Sir Arnold Bax, (1883-1953)  



Please kneel or sit for the PRAYERS, which conclude with A PRAYER OF ST JOHN 

CHRYSOSTOM: 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or 

three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil 

now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 

expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in 

the world to come life everlasting.  

All respond: Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 

All respond: Amen. 

Please stand to sing HYMN 358*:  

  

King of glory, King of peace, 

    I will love thee; 

And that love may never cease, 

    I will move thee. 

Thou hast granted my request, 

    Thou hast heard me; 

Thou didst note my working breast, 

    Thou hast spared me. 

 

 



Seven whole days, not one in seven, 

    I will praise thee; 

In my heart, though not in heaven, 

    I can raise thee. 

Small it is, in this poor sort 

    To enrol Thee: 

E'en eternity's too short 

    To extol thee. 
 Words: George Herbert (1593-1633) 

Tune NEH 391: GWALCHMAI Joseph David Jones (1827-70) 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.   

Response:  Amen. 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart during the Organ Postlude: 

Offrande au Saint Sacrement  Olivier Messiaen (1908-92) 
 

 
NOTICES  

 
Sunday 13th March 2022: The Second Sunday in Lent 

11.00am Choral Eucharist 

Preacher: Gillian McGaughey, Diocesan Reader 

3.30pm Choral Evensong with the Installation of the Bishop of Connor 
 

Lent Contemplative Prayer 

As part of your Lenten preparation, why not join us in the Chapel of Unity on the 

first 5 Fridays of Lent to explore Contemplative Prayer? Whether or not this is 

something you are familiar with, it is a great opportunity to experience it for 

yourself. Sessions will be led by former Dean’s Vicar, Canon Raymond Fox, and 

will consist of some liturgical prayer followed by periods of contemplative prayer. 

Friday 4, 11, 18, 25 March and 1 April, 10.30-11.30am. 
 

Dean’s Lent Black Santa Sit-out 

On the Wednesdays of Lent the Dean will be donning the Black Santa 

mantle and standing at the cathedral steps between noon and 3.00pm in 

aid of the situation in Ukraine. Please consider contributing to this as 

part of your Lenten preparation. 

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version. 

Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004 

Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409 


