
CHORAL EVENSONG   

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday 27th March 2022 
 

 

Welcome to the Cathedral Church of St Anne, Belfast. Following the downgrading of 

Covid restrictions to guidelines we respectfully ask you to wear a face covering when 

inside the building during the service, but especially when singing the hymns. Please 

follow the instructions from the Churchwardens.  

Organ Prelude: Andante moderato in C minor  Sir John Frederick Bridge (1844-

1924) 

Please stand to sing HYMN 634:  

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

    joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

    all thy faithful mercies crown; 

Jesu, thou art all compassion, 

    pure unbounded love thou art, 

visit us with thy salvation, 

    enter every trembling heart. 



 

Come, almighty to deliver, 

    let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

    never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

    serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

    glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish then thy new creation, 

    pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation, 

    perfectly restored in thee; 

changed from glory into glory, 

    till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

    lost in wonder, love and praise. 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) based on Matthew 3:1-2; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 5:17 

Tune NEH 408 (1): BLAENWERN William P. Rowlands (1860-1937) 

Please remain standing for the OPENING RESPONSES:  

Priest:  O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Priest:  O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 



Priest:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

  and to the Holy Ghost. 

Choir:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  

            without end. Amen. 

Priest:  Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir:  The Lord's name be praised. 
Setting: Richard Ayleward (1626-69) 

Please sit while the choir sings PSALM 126:  

When the Lord turned again the captivity of Sion: 

  then were we like unto them that dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter: 

  and our tongue with joy. 

Then said they among the heathen: 

  The Lord hath done great things for them. 

Yea, the Lord hath done great things for us already: 

  whereof we rejoice. 

Turn our captivity, O Lord: 

  as the rivers in the south. 

They that sow in tears: 

  shall reap in joy. 

 He that now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth forth good seed: 

  shall doubtless come again with joy, and bring his sheaves with him. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Chant: The Reverend Eric Ware (1908-72) 

Please sit for the FIRST LESSON: Joshua 5:9-12 
The LORD said to Joshua, ‘Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 

Egypt.’ And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 

While the Israelites were encamped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the 

evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the 

day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, 

unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they ate 

the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the 

crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

 



Please remain seated as the choir sings the MAGNIFICAT:  

My soul doth magnify the Lord:         

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

   the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  

   all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

   and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

   throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  

   and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

   and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  

   as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Short Service, John Blow (1649-1708) 

Please sit for the SECOND LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 

though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 

longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 

ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 

message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God 

is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

 



Please remain seated as the choir sings the NUNC DIMITTIS:  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:     

  according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen:  

  thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared:  

  before the face of all people. 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Short Service, John Blow (1649-1708) 

Please remain standing and face east to recite the APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.  

Choir:  And with thy spirit. 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Please kneel or sit 

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Choir:  Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Choir: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen. 



Priest:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Choir:  And grant us thy salvation. 

Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen. 

Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Priest:  Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Priest:  O Lord, save thy people.  

Choir:  And bless thine inheritance. 

Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O  

  God. 

Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY: 

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do 

worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of thy grace may mercifully 

be relieved; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Choir: Amen. 

THE LENT COLLECT: 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and 

dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; Create and make in us new 

and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging 

our wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect 

remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PEACE: 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 

proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by 

thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS: 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.    

Choir: Amen. 



The choir sings the ANTHEM:  

Ave Maria, gratia plena,  

Dominus tecum; 

benedicta tu in mulieribus, 

et benedictus fructus ventris tui, 

Jesus. 

Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, 

ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 

nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. 

Amen. 

Hail Mary, full of grace,  

the Lord is with thee; 

blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 

Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. 

Amen. 
Words: Litany to Mary (Luke 1:28, 41) 

Music: Thomas Parsons (1535-72)  

Please kneel or sit for the PRAYERS, which conclude with A PRAYER OF ST JOHN 

CHRYSOSTOM: 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or 

three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil 

now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 

expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in 

the world to come life everlasting.  

All respond: Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 

All respond: Amen. 

Please stand to sing HYMN 358:  

 



King of glory, King of peace, 

    I will love thee; 

and, that love may never cease, 

    I will move thee. 

Thou hast granted my request, 

    thou hast heard me; 

thou didst note my working breast, 

    thou hast spared me. 

Wherefore with my utmost art 

    I will sing thee, 

and the cream of all my heart 

    I will bring thee. 

Though my sins against me cried, 

    thou didst clear me; 

and alone, when they replied, 

    thou didst hear me. 

Seven whole days, not one in seven, 

    I will praise thee; 

in my heart, though not in heaven, 

    I can raise thee. 

Small it is, in this poor sort, 

    to enrol thee; 

e'en eternity's too short 

    to extol thee. 
 Words: George Herbert (1593-1633) 

Tune NEH 391: GWALCHMAI Joseph David Jones (1827-70) 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.   

Response:  Amen. 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart during the Organ Postlude: 

Master Tallis’s Testament  Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

 

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version. 

Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004 

Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409 

 


